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What does it mean to change status to F-1?
When a person changes status to F-1, they intend to pursue full time studies in the United States.   In general, non-immigrants maintaining legal status can apply for the change of status to F-1, but there are some exceptions.  Please inquire at the Office of International Student Services.  

Some things to consider:
To apply for Change of Status your current non-immigrant status must be valid at the time the application is received by US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and continue to be valid up until the date the F-1 status is requested to begin.  If your non-immigrant status has already expired, a change to F-1 will be extremely difficult in the US.  
If USCIS determines that the Change of Status would be approved more than 30 days in advance of the program start date, the application may be denied.  It is recommended that you set up an appointment with an ISS advisor to discuss the application process and timing issues related to Change of Status.
While F-2, B-1 and B-2 visa holders may apply for a change of status to F-1 student visa, these individuals may not enroll in classes until the change of status to F-1 has been approved.

 What is needed to apply for a change of status to F-1?

· Financial documents and/or affidavit of support showing sufficient funds for education and living expenses.
· Your new original Form I-20 from Fairleigh Dickinson University, issued for ‘initial attendance, change of status requested’ signed by applicant on the bottom of page 1.
· Review USCIS instructions on Change of Status located at http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-539instr.pdf
· Complete Form I-539 online using the PDF version located at the following website: http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-539.pdf  You will need Acrobat Reader to open the file.  Print form I-539 and sign in Blue Ink
· Evidence of residency abroad.  (house deeds, letter from home country, etc.)   It is your responsibility to prove to the Immigration Officer that you plan to return home after completion of your studies.   Evidence of a job offer in your home country or other ties to your country (spouse / children) may help your case.  
· Photocopy of your passport, visa and both sides of the I-94 card (The Office of International Student Services will make copies for applicant.)
· Proof that you are maintaining your current status.
· A check or money order payable to USCIS for the required $290 fee.  A or G visas are exempt from paying the $290 processing fee.
· Proof of SEVIS fee payment for the required amount of $200.   To pay the fee, visit: http://www.fmjfee.com  New FDU I-20 is needed to make payment. Make sure you print your receipt!
· A letter explaining why you are requesting the change of status. This is important: your letter should clearly explain your current status, your plans for study at Fairleigh Dickinson University, and your long term plans as well.   It is your responsibility to prove to Immigration that you intend on being a full time F-1 student, and that you will return home after your studies.  

· Proof that you are registered for the upcoming semester (if possible).
*Your letter must include the following information if you are requesting a change of status from:

*H-1 - You should give your dates of employment under H-1 and the date of registration at Fairleigh Dickinson University. Also include a copy of the I-797, your 3 most recent pay stubs, and other documentation establishing that you are maintaining valid H-1 status. The USCIS must receive your change of status application no later than the day you terminate your H-1 employment, as there is no "grace period" for those in H-1 status: your status as an H-1 terminates the day you leave your H-1 employer.


*A or G - Before filing for a change of status, you must first file Form I-566 with either the Department of State or the Office of Host Country Affairs at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations within 10 days of the completion of your A or G employment. Only after the I-566 has been approved and returned to you are you eligible to file a change of status application with the USCIS.  

*J-1 or J-2 - You cannot change to F-1 in the U.S. if you are subject to Section 212(e), also known as the "two-year home residency requirement", unless you have received a recommendation for a waiver of the requirement from the Department of State.                                      

Some information adopted from Columbia University:  
After I have gathered all of the above, what do I do?
Bring in all of the above documents to The Office of International Student Services.   We will look over your application and process the paperwork.  Once your packet is assembled you will be directed to mail the packet to Immigration via certified return receipt mail.  Address and other mailing information will be provided to you.

What if I get a “blue letter” from the USCIS?
A blue letter from the USCIS is notification that something is missing or incorrect on your application, or that the Immigration Officer handling your case would like more information regarding your case.

As soon as you receive this letter, it is critical that you notify the Office of International Student Services so we can help you to remedy the problem.  Do not delay!

If you have any questions at all, please make an appointment to speak with an advisor.  
Metropolitan Campus: (201) 692 – 2743      College at Florham: (973) 443- 8672 

